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VIRGINIA’S COMMITMENT TO ECO-
NOMIC PROSPERITY THROUGH 
EDUCATION INNOVATION 

∑ Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, the key to 
America’s continued success lies in im-
proving our Nation’s educational sys-
tem. With the changing needs of our 
workforce, it is imperative that we uti-
lize research in STEM fields and the 
humanities to improve our country’s 
economic prosperity. Even in lean 
times, Virginia focused on the link be-
tween research and the creative new 
innovations that are leading this Na-
tion’s economic recovery; the Com-
monwealth’s continued commitment to 
bridging these undertakings is com-
mendable. 

The Virginia Longitudinal System 
was created by a partnership between 
the Virginia Department of Education, 
the State Council of Higher Education 
for Virginia, the Virginia Community 
College System, and the Virginia Em-
ployment Commission. This vital re-
search tool, the first of its kind in the 
Nation, provides policymakers, re-
searchers, and citizens with informa-
tion that will prepare and connect Vir-
ginians with employment opportuni-
ties. Funded with a grant awarded 
under the stimulus bill—the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009—the data system allows State 
agencies and researchers to study the 
behaviors and transitions of students 
through the public school systems, into 
college, and on to the workforce so Vir-
ginia leaders can make informed deci-
sions and create education and work-
force policy based on consistent and 
relevant data. 

Earlier this year, several education 
organizations, including the State 
Council of Higher Education for Vir-
ginia, Center for Excellence in Edu-
cation, Center for Innovative Tech-
nology, Virginia Chamber of Com-
merce, Virginia Business Higher Edu-
cation Council, and the Virginia Eco-
nomic Development Partnership, held 
the Virginia Higher Education Re-
search Summit. The summit focused on 
the importance of increasing funding 
for academic research at Virginia’s col-
leges and universities, showcased the 
strengths of private/public partnerships 
between Virginia’s universities and the 
private sector, provided a forum for 
discussing best practices related to in-
tellectual property issues, and 
strengthened the public’s under-
standing of where Virginia’s research 
dollars come from, including from Fed-
eral, State, and private sources. 

If we are to win the race for talent, 
we need a long-term plan that produces 
the best workforce in the world. I am 
encouraged by these institutions’ open 
discussion of one of our Nation’s most 
pressing problems—investing in inno-
vative research ideas that will drive 
our economy and the middle class into 
the future. I recognize the efforts of 
these stakeholders and the Common-

wealth as they build on the substantial 
successes already achieved by Vir-
ginia’s colleges and universities.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL MARK A. SCHRAMEK 

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to congratulate Lt. Col. Mark 
A. Schramek on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the U.S. Air Force after 
more than 20 years of service. A native 
of Duluth, MN, he has served our coun-
try with distinction both at home and 
abroad. 

An intelligence officer by training, 
Lieutenant Colonel Schramek has held 
a number of important operational and 
headquarters assignments. In 2009, he 
became a Congressional liaison officer 
for the U.S. Air Force, a demanding 
and important position within the De-
partment of Defense. As a Congres-
sional liaison officer, he developed and 
implemented effective legislative 
strategies and supported some of the 
most important programs to the De-
partment of Defense. 

Having worked with Lieutenant Colo-
nel Schramek over the past few years, 
I am pleased to commend him for his 
distinguished service to our country. I 
wish him and his family the very best 
as they begin the next chapter of their 
lives.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING BILL DEIST 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish 
today to congratulate Bill Deist, of 
Winnemucca, NV, on his retirement. 
After serving the community of Hum-
boldt County for over 15 years, Bill will 
be retiring in December 2014. It gives 
me great pleasure to congratulate him 
on his retirement after many years of 
hard work and dedication to Humboldt 
County and the Silver State. 

Bill stands as a shining example of 
someone who has devoted their life to 
the betterment of their community. He 
started serving the Silver State in 1997 
when he moved to Carlin, NV. His expe-
rience of over 19 years as the city man-
ager in John Day, OR, made him an ex-
tremely qualified candidate to become 
the Carlin city manager—a position 
that he held for 2 years. After his years 
as the city manager, Bill became the 
Humboldt County administrator, a po-
sition that he has held with integrity 
for the past 15 years. 

Upon becoming the Humboldt County 
administrator, Bill became a person 
known for getting things done. He al-
ways worked well with all city, county, 
and State governments throughout his 
career. His consistent priority was to 
create initiatives geared toward the 
betterment and improvement of the 
lives of the Humboldt County citizens. 
Among his many accomplishments, 
Bill has been credited with the creation 
of a strong county budget and upon his 
retirement, he will be leaving the 
county debt free and fiscally strong. 

While representing Humboldt County 
for 4 years in the U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives, and now as its U.S. Sen-
ator, I have had the distinct pleasure of 
working closely with Bill on important 
Northern Nevada priorities. Bill was an 
integral part of the Pine Forest review 
and assessment working group that 
worked for years to develop rec-
ommendations that were ultimately in-
cluded in the Pine Forest Range Recre-
ation Enhancement Act, legislation I 
have fought to enact as a member of 
the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee. This bill, which 
would greatly benefit Humboldt Coun-
ty once enacted, has near unanimous 
support among residents because of the 
indepth work done prior to introduc-
tion. In fact, it is frequently looked to 
in Congress as a national model for 
how public lands bills should be devel-
oped at the grassroots level. Public 
input and local support is critical to all 
my public lands work in the Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee on 
behalf of the State, and Bill’s input has 
been vital in nearly every effort I have 
been involved in benefiting the county. 

Bill exemplifies the highest stand-
ards of leadership and community serv-
ice and should be proud of his long and 
meaningful career. I am grateful for his 
dedication and commitment to the peo-
ple of Humboldt County and to the 
State of Nevada. Today, I ask that all 
of my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Bill on his retirement, and I 
offer my deepest appreciation for all 
that he has done to make the Silver 
State an even better place. I offer my 
best wishes for many successful and 
fulfilling years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. NORMAN 
CHRISTOPHER FRANCIS 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize and honor Dr. Nor-
man Christopher Francis, who has de-
voted much of his life to increasing ac-
cess to, quality of, and affordability of 
postsecondary education for students. 
Dr. Francis recently retired from his 
remarkable tenure as president of Xa-
vier University, a renowned Histori-
cally Black University and one of Lou-
isiana’s most cherished institutions of 
higher education. He has left behind an 
indelible mark of impressive leadership 
and results. On behalf of the U.S. Sen-
ate and the State of Louisiana, I ap-
plaud Dr. Francis for his devotion to 
Louisiana’s higher education system 
and thank him for his many years of 
service. 

Dr. Francis began his journey in the 
field of higher education country more 
than 60 years ago as a student at Xa-
vier University and grew into a cher-
ished leader who later served as the 
university’s president for 46 years. This 
makes him the longest tenured leader 
of any university in America—quite a 
remarkable achievement. He is one of 
the most admired and respected leaders 
not only in New Orleans and Louisiana 
but in our Nation today. In an extraor-
dinary career, he took an active and 
vital leadership role during the tumul-
tuous decades of civil rights battles in 
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